IT 


Me M ks . F 2 


N- * 5 1 


COMMONWEALTH OF MAS 


* ft 


e have been called unto Li 
ion to the 


0 Nomen dulce Libertatis! O Jus 


— — — 


Printed by SAMU AT 8 No. 53s Cornhilly 30] 


DELIVERED. 


* . / . 


* 


berty; only uſe not 
Fleſh. 4 5 


for an Occa- 
Wk ane 


2 Sies. 


ow" 


Lb —_— 
— — 7 
Key. LES 


— — 


— 


— 


9 — 


— 


2 


— * * 


— 


— 
„4 


„ 
1 


TOS — 


* 


— — — * 


— — 2 


8 


— —ů—— 


— 


— — ee eos owoanc Fi 4. — 


A 


„ ” 4 s — Lows 
* — * 5 —_— * . TRI ON re a at . F 9 ps * Weber's 
WES ae RG ns Se e AR PE EE N eee ee de e e (ene. 3 AA n 2 Nene NN Li be Ee 
22 n 232 hy. ..&% =, * N 9 > 2 * 1. Sx 7 R 2 - £4 a A * 128 8 * A 30 5 FS 


mh 


2 


Aue 


IM 


ch 


O0 


e 
„3 
** 

— 
— 
a 
4+ == 
„ 
e 
3 
— —— 
— 


mall token of 7 and affedtion the « following Diſ- 
e preached upon the folemnity of his appoint- 
ment, the late Federal Thankſgiving, is, with pro- 
found humility, and it is hoped without vanity and 
== INSCRIBED, to the worthy, honored. and 

oved PresIDeNT of theſe United States of Ame- 
rica, GEORGE WASHING T ON—And that 
| his adminiſtration may be eaſy to himſelf and ſuc- 
.ceſsſul to the nation : hat the Union may be 
firmly and indiſſolubly cemented: That both the 
Federal Conſtitution, and the Republican Rights 
may be ever ſacredly and inviolably preſerved, and 


the National Debt economically annihilated That 
he may long live, and preſide, as a Father, over an 


obliged, grateful people, and have the unſpeakable 
joy and ſatisfaction of ſeeing this young Empire, to 

- whoſe exiſtence he has ſo largely contributed, riſing, 
under his gun foſtering, paternal hands, from ſmall 
_ beginnings, to high, and ſtill advancing perfection 

and 2 is the devour, dae Ph. Au ene, + 


_ . 


heretofore in war, by his vigilance, his fabian caution 


FF. 7 7 1 
Fd 
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HES E are the words of our bleſſed Lord 
and Savior Jeſus Chrift, and are worthy of 


_ univerſal attention. 


To be free is the natural, ardent wiſh of all man. 
kind. And although the bulk of the human race 
are /laves,- yet they love liberty like life, and will of- 
ten hazard that, and every thing elſe to recover or ſe- 


cure it. The frequent, the bold, and tragical revo- 
lutions that have happened in the arbitrary ſtates 
and kingdoms of this world, in the ſeveral periods of 


3 


paigns, under their victorious Leader the renowned 


Captain of our temporal ſalvation, until they had ob- 


tained their great object, and were arrived at intle- 
pendence and glory Hr, who has been thus diſ- 


ringuiſhed, may Heaven! ftill preferve and bleſs . 
May God Almighty long honor him as an inſtru- 


it, abundantly teſtify to the truth of this. 
Wnarl but this inextinguiſhable love of liberty 
urged and excited the adventurous Americans to en- 
gage, at all diſadvantages, in the late unequal, hut fi. 
nally /ucre/5fut war, with the parent, oppreſſive ſtate? 
What, but this carried them through” repeated, 
through "perilous, and diſcouraging, bloody cams 


ment of great good, to a grateful people, thus ſaved 


of the Lord=—cauſing him to ſhine in council, by his 


wiſdom, moderation and prudence, as he has done 


his fortitude and magnanimity; - 


3 
Wuar, but the ſame deep-rooted paſſion, prompts 
mor. 7 ” a 


. 


* = 


ed the French Nation, our ſeaſonable auxiliaries." to 
imitate our daring example, by which they have aſ. 
toniſhed the world? What, but being animated by 
the ſame invincible ſpirit enabled them to pull down 
monarchy, break the fetters of tyranny, erect their 
free and indiviſible Republic, and eſtabliſh 2quality, 
in a kingdom of deſpotiſm, of various privileged or- 
ders, and a powerful ariſtocratic nobility? And when 
we attend to the ſame fondneſs for liberty that ob- 
tains among all mortals, it lying in the foundation of 
all their happineſs, conſidered as individuals or ſocie- 
ties, as men or as chriſtians; it cannot, (after all this) 
be ſo much ſurpriſing, if the ſame free and indepen- 
dent ſpirit ſhould prevail, and ſpread itſelf irreſiſli- 
Eh into all the debaſed and miſerable regions of fla- 
very, and throughout the whole of a deſpotic world. 
Behold !' what a great matter a little fire kindleth | 
The ſpirit of liberty ſpreads like flame, it rages like 
enthuſiaſm, and in the manner of lightning, and fire 
of electricity, when come within the ſtriking diſtance, 
ſuddenly flaſhes from breaſt to breaſt, and from one 
part under heaven to the other part under heaven. 
_*Liverty, it is true, may be abuſed, proſtituted 
and perverted like other gifts of God, and often has 
been. S0 reaſon and revelation, thoſe choice and 
diſtinguiſhing bleſſings, have been treated in the 
fame manner, and been made ſubſervient to, the 7 
ecrable purpoſes of deception and deluſion, of pride 
and parade, of wantogneſs, cruelty and luſt. But 
this alters not the nature and excellence of ſuch fa- 
yours from above They are ſtill in themſelves good 
and deſirable, and deſerve our higheſt gratitude and 
owns vr on ns tots Ber 
Liberty, like Religion, has been the innocent, ac- 
_ cidental occaſion of many tragical and diſtreſſing 
ſcenes. But the exceſſes of liberty do not equal the 
madneſs of bigotry. The ſad and deplorable carnage 
in France, in conſequence of their late dende for 
freedom 
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on" 1 
5 freedom; falls much ſhort of the dreadful havde fd 
6 | flaughter made in that populous kingdom, among 
„ the Proteſſants, a century paſt, in the reign of that 
ſyſtematic tyrant LEWIS XIV. when he revoked the 
famous edict of Nantz, which he had ſworn to main 
tain, and thereby let looſe the demon of perſecution 
Ev 1 for conſcience; in all its horrors; upon his numerous; 
5 virtuous and uſeful ſubjects, of that denomination; 
* Op all-over his dominion. we hit unn DVI OT 
2 Tus worthy, the glorious etrand of the Son of 
of God himſelf into our world, was, by the light and 
grace of his goſpel; to ſerve and advance the cauſe 
of liberty moral liberty, in a more particular man- 
ner. He came to redeem us out of the hands and 
power of our ghoſtly foes, even to ſet us free from 
i piritual thraldom, and introduce us to the liberty f 
+ the ſons of God. He came to lead captiyity ca- 
11 | | tive, to open the door to priſoners; to call finners cod 
I repentance and righteouſneſs, and to deliver them 
from the power of their luſts, that worſt of ſla very. 
He came to ſave a world loſt in ſin and death, by 
reclaiming and forgiving: our iniquities, and redeem- 
| ing us from the power of the grave. Theſe were en 
2 emies from whoſe tyranny, nothing ſhort of a divine 
power could ſet us free. But if the ſon ſhall make 
us free, we ſhall be free indeed. 
1 Tur Lon Jxsus CHRIST) was a teacher and in- 8 
8 ſttrructor in the moral and religious way, he meddl ed 
= —  litfle-with civil matters, and the governments of this 
- world. In this very paſſage; our Lord is treating 
of moral freedom, in his addreſs to his Jewiſh/ hear- | 
| 
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oY | ers. He that committeth fin is the ſervant of ſin,” 
as le is beund and inthralled by his luſts and corrup= 
| tions. But, ſaith our Lord, © If ye continue in my 
word, then ſhall ye be my diſciples indeed; and ye 
ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make yo 
* free. Free from this ſpiritual bondage. ' + 1 
=: Taz Jews, either wilfully or ignorantly, Im to 
| U pres VE, 


— 


No 2. „ 


Ps 


1 
have miſtaken our Lord's meaning, and ſuppoſed he 
was ſpeaking of civil freedom. At this they took 
umbrage.—It touched both their national and /piritual 
pride, and it is not eaſy to ſay in whichthey abound- 
ed moſt, They therefore, in àa haughty, indignant 
tone, reply, * We are Abraham's feed; the poſterity 
of that friend of God, and father of the faithful, and 

were never in bondage to any man. They wanted 
to have it true, although againſt plain and notorious 
fact, that the deſcendants of ſuch a progenitor, and 
the favorite people of God, could never be enſlaved 
by the profane and deſpicable nations of the world. 
Had they not been inflated with this family and re- 
_ ligious pride, to a high degree indeed, they never 
could have uttered this palpable falſbood. too open, 
and univerſally known, to merit contradiction or re- 
futation. For they had been Bondmen in Egypt, had 
been captivated in Babylon, and were, at this very 
time, tributaries to the Romant. Our bleſſed Lord, 
therefore, does not ſtand to gainſay the fal ſnood, anc 
provoke their pride and anger, to further diſputation, 
but purſues his main argument upon moral liberty, 
and ſays, in anſwer to them, 44 whofoever commit- 
eth fin, is the ſervant of ſin, intimating that in or- 
der to be free in the nobleſt ſenſe, they muſt become 
the /ervants of righteouſneſs, which was conſiſtent with 
moral freedom, or the very thing itſelf. But if they 
continued the ſervants and fla ves of fin; they muſt 
be caſt out of that rer commonwealth of Iſrael, in 
which they ſo much gloried. For “ the /ervant 
abideth not in the houſe forever; this is the privi- 
lege of children, heirs to the family eſtate and inheri- 
tar :e. The ſon abideth forever.” Moſes was on- 
Iy a ſervant in the houſe of God, whoſe diſpenſation 
only pointed out, and prepared the way, for the goſ- 
pel of his Son; bur Chriſt being the ſon and true heit 
of that houſe, and according to a eee. non 
$2 8 1 8 5 n | 00 
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adoption into that family, therefore, * if the Son ſhall 
make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed. Free in the 


moral and beſt fenſe, by the forgiveneſs of ſins, by de- 


liverance from condetnnation, and the fanctification 
of your hearts to obedience, by the power of his 
LISER TV is the ſpirit and genius, not only of the 
goſpel, but the whole of that revelation, we have, 


firſt and laſt, received from God. Every diſpenſa- 
tion breathes the fame ſpirit, both of moral and cigl 


liberty. Wherever the ſpirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty.“ Even the law and inftitution of Mo/es, 
compared with the goſpel, called the ſpirit of bond- 
age, was yet founded in freedom, and was favorable 


to the cauſe of liberty. From bondage and cruel 


ſlavery he delivered Ifrael in Egypt and under God 
eſtabliſhed a free government among them. A ſpi- 


rit of liberty inſpired the N of old, and theß 
thundered judgtmients againiſt fyrants, and a dreadful 


overthrow followed their predictions, Where ſhall 
we find thoſe ancient, deſpotic monarchies, famed 


for wealth, and power, and grandeur, Egypt, Dee, 


Babylon and others, on whom divine vengeance was 
denounced? Scarcely the traces of them are to he 
- Govp' himſelf, the great ſovereign of the univerſe, 


is a Juſt and merciful governor, and requires all his 


vicegerents here upon earth to follow his example, 


Whoſe ways are equal, whoſe judgments are u pright, 


who loves righteouſneſs, who hates tyranny, and rules 
and governs by the immutable, everlaſting laws of 
reaſon, and not by arbitrary will and pleaſure. . The 
Lord God, righteous and omnipotent, reigneth, there- 


4 


and tremble before him. 


fore the univerſe is happy; and let all worlds rejoice 


Iuxx pleaſant; agreeable topic of /iberty cannot be 


thought unſuitable to the particular occaſion of this 


day's ſolemnity, called, as we are, by the voice and 


recommendation 


recommendation of our worthy and beloved Chief 
Magiſtrate, to commemorate the bleſſings of our new 
government, now more firmly eſtabliſhed by the ſup- 
Preſſion of a late unnatural, ill- adviſed inſurrection 
called to rejoice in the happy proſpect of peace, 
both at home and abroad, favorable to our agriculture, 
to our navigation and commerce, and preventing, as 


i F 


we truſt, future and further diſtreſſes and illegal de- 


84 + 


F effected, may ve be allowed to ſay, 
by the moderate and pacific meaſures of the executive, 


through the divine auſpices, and ſome peculiar ſmiles 
of providence, when; the public mind; under inſult- 
ing abuſes, and repeated injuries, began to grow 
ally, impatient and reſefu#l. | May the late treary 
With Britain prove happy and propitious. 


Ius intereſting, grateful ſubject before u 


| RY: 5 OY before us is Lip- 
ZRTY, fair, inviting Iiberty, under all her lovely 
forms, and penſonal Charms; together with the plen- 
tiful, pleaſing Fruit, Wu h the poſſeſſion, of her pro- 
duces, in the lives and manners of men, conſidered 
as ide biduals and allo, in the peace, ſecurity and 
proſperity of ſocieties, kingdoms and common docalths. 
Upon this Allar of God, let us offer our ſacrifice of 
raiſe, this day, and pay our vows unto the moſt 
; High which our lips have uttered, and our mouths 

have ſpoken, when we were in trouble. We have £ 

called upon God in the 0 of our adverſity and he 

has delivered us, and therefore we ſhould glorify him. 

« For whoſo offereth praiſe glorifieth me: and to 

him that ordereth his converſation aright will I ſhew - 


2 


j 4 © OPT IRITraR 
Tux doctrine of liberty is a capious as well as com- 3 

 fortable theme—It opens to our contemplation. a 1 

large, but flowery field; we can only juſt taſte of its 
ſweets, paſs over its ſeveral parts, and take a 7 

tranſient ſurvey of the whole. Liberty is of ſeveral 
kinds, and is connected with a great variety of ob- 

jects, reſpecting both life and godlineſs, the outward, 

O'S RAI n . l 


4 3 
and the inner man, the preſent: and the future life 
Objects that are perſonal, common, ſocial, moral 
that relate to nature, government, religion, Kc. 2 
Fon the ſake of method and order, ſhall arrange 
what I have to . ven ** * under 1 bene 
Pr a heads. 
has ee Natural, common lie oy | 5 5 2 5 
3 ohh 45 Political, civil liberty. | g 
III. Moral, religious liberty. 


All important, intereſting, ; and highly wigs of at 
tention, and calculated for our. YL FOG 
latter ſo more eſpecially, 1 


I. NATURAL, common iter.” "This way ve brify 
conſidered. * It conſiſts in thoſe rights and liberties, 
which the God of nature has liberally beſtowed 'upoi: 
us all—a right to uſe and improve the powers ànd 
faculties, both of body and mind, with which he has 
been graciouſſy pleaſed to diſtinguiſh and endo us. 

A liberty to defend and preſerve our perſons and 
ves, our limbs, properties and rightful poſſeſſions, 
againſt all unjuſt invaders, who througlh'luſt and av- 


" "A N 
; « +» 4 


arice, through cruelty, pride or envy, would unrea- 


| ſonably deprive us of them. A right to diſpoſe of 
ourſelves, and what is ours, to purſue our inclinations, 
amuſements, and means of ſubſiſtence and comfort, 

fo far forth, as we thereby injure none of our fellow- 
creatures, or ourſelves, or violate any of the laws of 
reaſon and nature, or any ſocial bonds, and decent 
rules and orders of any N ag we are 9 24 


= under. 


Fon it nut be remembered and debris particu- 
Jars attention, that no natural liberty gives men a 
right to be libertines, or renders them lawleſs for all 
are under law to God and nature. In the moſt per- 
fect ſtate of nature; free from all ſocial and domeſtic 
3 (whenever this 0 be a ſuppoſed _ 
wit 


3 
| with nn ſtill bound by the la t 
reaſon and everlaſting righteouſneſs, which cannot 
be diſſolved or diſpenſed: with. Children, minors, 
and dependents, under parental government, and 
family controul, and ſuch as are confederated and 
leagued together, for ſome certain, temporary pur 
ee. are hereby deprived, for their own good and 
fit, of ſome of theſe natural rights and liberties, 
even in what we call a fate f nalure, or where no 
590g civil government obtains. For from the 
ws of reaſon and nature we cannot be freed and 
releaſed . They are interwoven with our make and 
conſtitution, and to ſet us at liberty from them, would 
be the ſame thing, as to deſtroy and unmake us, 
There is no ſuch ching in nature, as @ right, or privi- 
lege 10 an: WYORT, ſo long as the nature of things re- 
mains. That is a, miſtaken idea of liberty, that 
places it in ſuch a ſunpoſcd privilege, as this. Some 
unthinking people may idly imagine, that to be free, 
is to be at liberty to do juſt ag they pleaſe, without 
regard to rule or law, but there is no ſuch thing, 
We are naturally and neceſſarily under law, as rea- 
ſonable beings, ang cannot be otherwiſe, as long as 
we continue ſo. The true notion of liberty conſiſta 
_ rather in the privilege or licenſe to do righi, or what 
we. conſcientiouſly think-to be ſo; and in purſuing, 
our true happineſs, in this way of well doing, without 
any hindrance or controul from others. This is 
genuine liberty, and all that we are capable of, and 
can have. With ſuch a liberty as this, neither nature 
or the God of nature ever interfere.— And whenever. 
our fellow- creatures do, they then become our ty- 
whenever we quit this way, of gur own 
an under the falſe. On of being ſtill more 
free, we then make flaves ohourlelves and loſe Hb 
erty inſtead of gaining it. 
Ix liberty, in he tea, nobleſk ſenſe of it;conted 
"i 1 exemption. from alt 9 3 
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to do right or wrong, and one thing as well as anoth. 


er, then neither CuRIs T or his apqſles had a right 
underſtanding of it, for they conſider in as, ah 


and to be made Free, according to the goſpel, is to 5 
become the ſervams of righteouſne/s. Even the royal 
law of liberty, is ſtill a lam, and the happineſs and 


freedom of the ſons of moral liberty conſiſts in their 
voluntary ſubjection and obedience te it. Thus 


the conſideration of natural liberty has inſenſibly led = 


us into thoſe of. the moral and<ciaul kind, for they alt 
ſtand in a near relation and connection with each 


ather,.. Thereſr ge nad it , noon 
, 2 * S ES 1715 


II. Por tri AlL, civil liberty, is now in courſe: to 


be attended to. And let it be obſerved, that to ſe. 
cure the aforementioned natural rigbis, in the beſt 
manner, is the very end and deſign of all political 
inſtitutions, and civil combinations. When laws 
and government ſubſerve . 2 and . mw 
purpoles, the people are free and happy. But v 

e and theſe rights are in vaded, 


and: theſe natural liberties are infringed; by the civil 


authority, the government becomes tyrannical, and 
the people are made ſlaves by the very power that 
2 Feng defigned to protect and guard their 


Wrak and imperſect mortals form themſelves. 


voluntarily into ſoc ieties and communities, whether 
greater or leſs, for their mutual intereſt and benefit 
that by their united wiſdom and ſtrength» they 
may be able to effect thoſe things collectively, which, 
they would be altogether unequal to, as individuals; 
and acting in a private capacity—that they may the 
better plan and project the means of their common 
ſafety and emolument, the ways and means of ac« 


quiring property, glory, opulence, or any earthly, 
_ defirable good; and then, that by their united force. 
and power, they may carry ſuch concerted RR 


* 
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and deſię 


ſuch bleſfings when acquired, a 


4 


hat they may ſecure 
l Kings, +: nd defend themſelves 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of them. oO 


Mex that are in full poſſeſſion of all their natural 


liberties] would not combine in ſocieties, and form 


econſtitutions and political bodies, were it not for 
thoſe valuable, important ends, that could not be ſo 
well obtained without it. For under ſuch civil, ſo- 
cial combinations, it is a plain caſe, men cannot en- 


Joy all the natural rights and liberties before men- 
noned- they may not be their own judges and 


avengers, when the State has provided laws and ju- 
dicatories for that purpoſe they may not purſue 
their on private intereſt and advantage in direct 
oppoſition to the public good, and eſtabliſhed orders 
of the ſociety. They cannot but feel themſelves un- 
der reſtraint in ſeveral reſpects, and ſubjected to ma- 
ny duties, ſervices and expenſes, that are unknown 
in a fate of nature. But then this is only giving up 
freely /ome natural rights, the better to ſecure the reff 


Dand by thus diminiſhing their liberties, they in- 


creaſe their ſecurity, peace and happineſs, and gain 
infinite benefits, that otherwiſe they muſt remain 


ſtrangers to in life. © 


"PARENTAL government is indeed founded in na- 
zure. But all civil governments are ſuppoſed'to be 
originally founded in compa, and the great object 
of heir inſtitution, to be the public good. This, at 
leaſt; is the caſe with regard to all Free governments, 


ence from avarice, ambition, conqueſt or other wick 


/“ ͤ TENT 

It muſt be allowed that all the great, extenſive 
communities and civil confederations that ſpring 
from mutual conſent and agreement, are, in a ſenſe, 


felf=crrated ſocieties, as well as ſuch leſſer ones, in an- 


other ſenſe, that are ſometimes generated within the 


bowels of the greater, whether for the purpoſe of their 


preſervation 


1 


preſervation or demolition. Such a kind of a 


nation in civil ſociety, {pardon the idea) though it 


may ſeem to ſuppoſe ſome diſorder in the political 
body, yet there may be no dangerous, alarming 
ſymptoms, in a good and healthy: conſtitution, hat- 
ever night be the caſe in one that was inſane that 
was grown corrupt, and tending faſt to a diſſolution. 
In the latter caſe, a zeal for a revolution might poſ- 
ſibly be laudable and a patriotic virtue in the former 


it merits reprobation, and muſt be eſteemed baſe and 
. r ONT TO ny TAE. 


deteſtabis. 6 
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Alx rule and government ſuppoſes ſubordination 


govern, and others to be governed Some to comes. 


mand and ſome to obey Some to be employed in 
one part of the adminiſtration, and ſome in another 


— Some in one kind of ſervice of the commonwealth; 


and ſome in another. But yet they are all one body, 


and neither the head ot eye can ſay to the hand or 


the foot, I have no need of thee; All the members 
of the community are uſeful and neceſſary in their 


ſeveral places and departments, and all are concerned 
in legiſlation, and matters of adminiſtration and gov- 


ernment, either by being elected into office them- 


ſelves, or electing others. And it is required of ev- 
ery one that he act his part well, and ſhoneſtly,/and 
faithfully diſcharge the duties of his particular ſtation 


and character q̃ fo wg lint dt fort 
I x huge, unwieldy communities, and when diſtinct 
ſtates are united, the expedient of -r-pre/entation, in 
later ages eſpecially, is ſubſtituted in the room of 
that perſonal attendance that becomes impracticable. 
And where elections are free, full and rightly propor- 


tioned, there is all the liberty the nature of the caſe 


will admit of. Eſpecially where the /upreme Execu- 


tive, inſtead of being hereditary and abſolute, is alſo 
elefFrve, at ſhort periods, and limited in the exerciſe . 


1 
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3 
ahi power by the general compact, and fundamen. 
RB r of the conftitution and union. 

no can have a right to complain of laws enger 
or taxes levied by ſuch à government "as this? 
What can quſtify rebellion and inſurrection in fuch 
a:ftate-of ſociety, formed and modelled by the voice of 
the people, and voluntarily taken upon themſelves? 
Sue a government is our own—the government 
of theſe United States of America. And O! what a 
tauſe af joy and' rejoicing is 2 to us? Happy is the 
people that is in ſuch a caſe! While other nations 
art various ways enſlaved, and groan under a load of 
tyranny and oppreſſion, we feel ourſelves oe? and 

_ exult in liberty and independene. 
Wi are now, bleſſed be the God whe tuletn 
9 the nations, reaping that harveſt of liberty 


5 1 which was ſown in the teils and 
of our heroes; under an excellent conſtitution 


of government, formed by the united and: deliberate 
wiſdom of our patriots and ſages: a conſtitution 
which contains Within 'itfelf, the means of peaeeably 
| whatever faults or imperfections time, ex- 
perience, or a change of circumſtances, may diſcover. 
government, againft the illi adminiſtration of 
which, the people at large are provided with the 
moſt eſta femedy, in the frequent return of thoſe 
 feafons, in which they exerciſe their right of electing 
both the legiſlative and executive branches of pow- 
er:—ainder which, they cannot be enflaved, but 
through their own inattention, venality, or corrup- 
tion of manners; and againft the ruinous effects of 
theſe, no:form of government can ſecure them.“ Let 
us hleſs God this day, as for peace, ſuppreſſion 'of 
diforder, an. Nr proſpetity, ſo for the | 
of conſtitutions of ng: Hops which unite, and by 
_their-union-eoftabli rty* with order. „For the 
life, health and patriotic 7 — of their ſupreme and 
common head For proſpering our allies, and therein 
the general cauſe of peace and e III. 
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III. RxlIIous, moral liberty. When we ſpeak 
bf the perſon who is the ſubject of moral liberty, let 
it be premiſed, that we mean one, who is a Proper; 
moral, free agent, capable of judging for himſelf, and 
diſcerning the difference between moral good and 
evil. The true notion of moral liberty, ſeems, as 


before obſerved; not to conſiſt in a licenſe or privi- 
lege granted to a man to do evil, and to be as wick 


ed as he pleaſes . Though at the ſame time it is ſup- 
poſed, that as a free agent he has ſuch a power But 


it conſiſts in a freedom from all violence and con- 
ſtraint, in reference to thoſe things he apprehends ' 


to be right, and to be his duty, and as ſuch conducive 
or eſſential to his happineſs. e 


* 


Jo think-and judge for vurſelves, is. the natural 
right of reaſonable beings. And if neither nature or 


nature's God ever infringe upon this ſacred right; 
much leſs may any civil power or authority among 


men; interſere with it. For ſuch power and author- 


ity, on the other hand, is committed and deſigned fot 


the purpoſe of protecting and defending theſe very 


rights of nature, as far forth, as is compatible with 


che ſtate of ſociety. And if the God of nature, I ſay, 


has endowed us ith this liberty, free from all com- 
pulſion and neceſſity, in the conflitulion of things, then 


ſurely no mere civil, human power on earth has a 


right, by any forcible, coercive meaſures, to deprive 


us of it. According to this idea of moral and re- 


* A . - 


ligious liberty, they may be confidered in relation to 
che government of God, and the governments of 
this World. Or in oppoſition to the rorcion of hu- 
man laws, and to any ſuppoſed nrrgſſty in nature. 
The firſt of theſe, for diſtinction's:ſakey may be called 


religious liberty, the latter, moral liberty. We may 
. 33 * 


ſpeak ti each of theſe ſeverall: + WS; 


1. Reri610vs liberty, conſiſting in a freedom 
and exemption from human impoſitions, and legal 


keſtraints, 8 of religion and conſcience. 


— * *. 


When 


„ 

When civil autforities take upon them to H x 
religion, and eſpecially , withoat 7oleration in favor of 
ferupulous Diſſenters, and thereby bind the con- 
ſeiences of men, by decreeing confeſſions of faith and 

forms of worſhip, ſubverſive of the right of private 
Judgment, they then invade the prerogative of God, 
and either ignorantly or preſumptuouſly, undertake 
that which is foreign to their office, and does not fall 
within their proper province! Civil government is 
a Creature of this world. The kingdom of Chriſt is 
not of this world. All civil fociety will be diſſolved 
with the preſent ſtate of things; and the reaſons" of 
its exiſtence terminate here. But religion has a fur- 
ther reach, God and eternity are the more noble and 
grand objects of 'it.—Religion has reference to the 
© Deity, and not only ſo, bur it is more efpecially con- 
| [i verſant with the beart, and the work of the inner 


man ;— Whereas human laws are chiefly concerned 
wich the ontevard: atrions, and have reſpect to the 
: rights and intercſts of thoſe worldly” ſocieties, that 
Wi: 3 the work and fabrication of mortals here 
1 Ax alas What ſcenes of blood and exrnage, 
axe been occaſioned by the civil power thus ſacri- 
J Hegioufly intermeddling with things our of their line, 

3 and beide their acknowledged juriſdiction! The 

| human heart is puer at the contemplarton of thoſe 
murders and maſſacres, thoſe cruelties and inhuman 
barbarities, that have been perpetrated by Papans, 
and eſpecially by ſuck as have profaned the flame of 
|  Chriftians, in carrying into execution their perfecut- 
ing, bloody edicts for the fond and domineering pur- 
1 oſe of effecting aiuniformity im religion, and eb 


1 liſhing un univerſal Oribod asp. 
| Bor O! how diftant this from che candid, fiberal 
i and behevolent fpirit of the goſpel f' What” indig- 
7 nation and compaſſion is roafed in every generous 
4 breaſt, at the tecollection of ſuch K 


1 Hy 
abuſe.of power, and violation of the rights, of naw 
ture In this way the moſt odiovs Hyper has been 

encauraged and pratected, while defencels/s honefly, 
in inſtances innumerable, has been facrificed upen 
her infernal altar. But we have ſome reaſon. to 
hope that thoſe ages of bigotry and barbaxiſm are 
no paſſed. That a more enlightened and liberal 
ſpirit: prevails.— And that mankind. have at length 
diſcovered their miſtake. and deluſion, and are be- 
come convinced that truth and virtue are not to be 
propagated by force of arms, and that - perfecution 
for conſqience, is not only wurea/onable in itfelt, but 
inelfeclual alſo to the baſe purpoſes of à religious 
D e r wp? 
Inxkxx ſeems to be ſomething in the moral werld, 
analogous to a0 and reaction in the material. The 
ſpring of native liberty reſiſts the force of religiqus 
oppreſſion.— And it is found that perſecution per- 
petuates ſchiſm, but that /eFari/m, left to itſelf, will 
languiſn and die away, merely for want of oppoſition, 
to feed and ſtrengthen it. The reaſon of it ſeems; to 
be this, that beſides à certain obſtinaey in human 
nature, which makes it loth to yield to oppoſition, 
the flock of Chriſt has ſuffered ſo often, and ſo much 
for their religion, agreeable to the prediction of their 
that this is the great and diſtinguiſhing character 
iſtic of true chriſtians, and upon. this account only 
look upon themſelves as Chriſt's peculiar, contracted, 
little flock, when they have no other mark about 
them, to ſnew that they are his ſheep, but only that 
they ſuffer perſ:cution. But this being removed, 
their claim is loſt, and they naturally ſink into 
nothing though, for various reaſons, ſome ay 
continue longer than others, It was ſaid. by one of 
the Fathers, in the days of pagan. perſecution, the 
blood of the martyrs is the ſced of the church he 
Daughter of chriſtians increaſed their numbers, But 


alas ! 


1 ERR 


nd how- Wag das it been before that ſage obſerva. 
tion could be reduced to a praical principle? How 
many bloody a has perſecution labored in vain, to 
gain its ends, mere force and violence, over that 
7 ra truth and 2 mat, in theit nature, are 1 
invincible, % rn 
Harry We 1 whollive under a ros conſti- - 
ciition of government, and that leaves religion to the 
choice of its votaries that exempts them from all 
thoſe penal, ſanguinary laws, that te vice in- 
ſtead of virtue, and that tend to inereaſt rather than 
diminiſh religious diſaffection and a party ſpirit. Let 5 
us pity the enſlaved nations, bowing down under the 
two burdens of civil and religious bondage—Let us 
pray. for the univerſal prevalence of that liberty 
which we enjoy, and at the ſame time improve our 
on to the moſt valuable and virtuous purpoſes.— 
Let it not be ſaid of American liberty, that it pro- 
duces luxury and licentiouſneſs, petulence and party 
_ —that it makes infidels, deiſts, libertines and knaves. 
But let us uſe our liberty as not abuſing it. For one 
principal and happy deſign of being delivered from 4 
the 3 of wn,” Is that we 8 keep God's 
. Hs rb at $312 73644 enn 4.4 0 \ oft: 
Bur time will, not permit a enlarge here, as one 
t wih. We proceed therefore to the other 
| branch of thar liberty. that relates to religion, we dic. | 
tinguiſhed by the name of moral. 
Lr. under this view, is conſidered e N 
fition to two things, human weakneſs and 1 
andꝭ a certain, op pöſed necelity in nature, influencing 
nn -rfipiauns ng ies 227 
Io the firſt of theſe, all only briefly obſervo - 
That as legal coercion infringes the outward liberty 
though it cannot controul the heart: ſo the luſts and 
paſſions of men have an ill aſpect upon their moral 
liberty, in general; and he fame proportion tha 
they n over dee 1. acquiee- dominiog in 


e their 


E 


their heat wer are brought under fondage, and le 
their liberty. n bi AN 
Iris fake ris worn gavery, this" tyranny of Gn 
more eſpecially; that che Sox makes us free. The 
end of his coming into the world, was to reform and 
ſave it To recover finners from their apoſtacy; and 
bring them back to God and goodneſs; — This he 
effec bykis'enlighrning worth and powerful grace 
 —by the overtures of pardon, and the h f imme 
mortality. He allures them by his promi ee he de- 
ters them by his threatnings, he e them by his 
kindneſs; he aids them by his ſpirit ; and in ſhort; 
uſes every proper, moral mean and motive to operate 
upon their hearts and confeiences, their fears and 
„their gratitude, ingenuity and laudable ſelf- 
love. Thus he conquers and reclaims them not by 
dint of fore& and compulſion, like worldly tyrants, 
but by applications adapted tod their reaſonable na- 
ture, and eſficacious in the moral way, He gains 
their hearts, and ſo makes them willing in the day of 
his power. And then they are free indeed=free 
from the uſurpation of Satan, and the | uns . „ 
ſin and death. e e eee 4 a 


Bur I muſt haſten to the laſt confderatibm f ns 5 


ertyn as it ſtands contraſted to a ſuppoſed ##teſity"in 
the nature of things, and government of che Moſt 
High. And in order to form a right idea of this, 
we muſt conſider what, in its own nature, is neceſſary, 
and hat is «v/#n/2ry, and make the proper diftinc- 


doctrine of liberty and neceſſity Site ann Aron rows (oy 4 
Tux world is commonly divided 'into'meral; and 
 Vatural. The former comprehending the rational, 
accountable part of the creation, ſubject to the Her 4 
of liberty, reaſon and motality=The'' Jatter\ com- 
prizing the material," and merely" animal part of it, 
ſubject to paſſive, neceſſary and mechanical laws. 
os dee and * ſeem to be the diſtinguiſhing 


een 7 


tion between them. This is What _ be called the 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
/ 
1 


- 0 43: 


characteriſtic and propert of the one, and mere 4 
int and neceſſity that of 54 . F 


Trzse two, at the firſt bluſh, appear vholly.i incon. 
ſiſtent with each other. Where liberty takes place, 


reselſity is excluded, and ſo, on the gther hand, where 


neceſſity takes place, liberty is excluded; For theſe 5 


two, Jo the very nature of things, are contrary-the 


one to the other, and mutual anpel and ad 
each other.. 

So that when we Contemnlate the al world; we 
feel the reaſon in ourſelves, of attending only to 
ſomething that is, in itſelf, a#ive, Free and voluntary, 


and confine our views to things that relate to rea/or, 


intelligence and choice. When we contemplate the 
natura world, we look for nothing, and find nothing, 
but what is paſſive, neceſary and invuluntary. Nor 
we commonly confound theſe oppaſite, contrary 
things together, in our reaſoning, any more than we 


| do and. /pirit, actiun and palin. 


As theſe two: worlds are eflentially. . 
each other in their natures and properties, ſo we con- 
ſider them as eſſentially and neceſſarily ſubject to 


diſtinct and oppoſite laws, wholly incompatible with 


one. another. Liberty can have nothing to do with 
things merely material and natural, and on the other 


band, neceſſity has no concern with things purely 


moral. And yet Cod and Proyidence are not t 


out of the world. +77 + WW £4. -; 11 11 18 n 


ITuIS, as I take it, in conceiving of the matter in : 


the popular; vulgar manner, or according to com- 


mon ſenſe, without puzzle. and perplexity.; keep 
the line of diſtinetion between moral and natura 
hiloſophy, not ſuffering them to de and aer 


each others province. 


Bur philoſophers, "mietaphyſiclans;und Ta 4 
and theological writers, not contenting themſelves 
with ſuch a plain, fimple account of the caſe, have 


yd the foundation. of everlaſting contention and 
bickering, 


ing a fatal neceſſity to what is uſvall 


t 
bickering, to ſay no worſe' of it, by confouha 
theſe different and diſtinct ideas . introduc= 

| y called liberty 
and moral agency, or elſe a certain liberty ane 
to the idea of neceffity. Hence it r d '5 
that we find ſome have carried their notion of ne- 
ceſſity, to ſuch a length in the moral government of 
God, (if upon their principles, any ſuc government 
may be admitted) as to annihilate all freedom, and 
ſubvert the very foundations of morality, making all 
things equally neceſſary and unavoidable throughout 
the whole ſyſtem of nature. Others, although 15 
allow the ain, of moral agents to be free, yet the 
are conſidered as neteſſary at the ſame time Though 
they act with perfect liberty and ſpontaneity, yet 
they could not poſſibly act otherwiſe than they do— 
Their actions are both vohntary and” necefſary ; and 
fo liberty and neceſſity are made confiftent, and meet 
in hb fare perſon. 5 1 A | * 3 whe "PI | | 
Tax i of theſe is the thorough-finiſhed *Fatalrf. 
His plan of univerſal neceſſity, could it be rationa 
ſupported, would not only vverthrow religion an 
all diſtinctiens of virtue and vice, but would wb 
demoliſh all human laws and their ſanctions, all 
criminality, and the obligations of Juſtice between 
man and man. For no man can be accountable or 
punifhable for thoſe things that are, in their own na- 
Bor however the Futali might hope, by his Phi- 
loſophical ſubtilty, to br ae Hern b 
uneaſy fetters of moral obligations, and ſecure him- 
felf againſt the vengeance of Heaven, yet ſuch are the 
- prevailing notions of mankind concerning moral 
od and evil, and the laws of fociery built upon 
them; that after all, through the abfurd and cruel 
oliticks of men and nations, the "crimes they would 
impute to him, might ſtill expoſe him to the gui 
tine of gallo s. För fimple mankind can never be 
ee 3 


< 


. 
- 
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made ſuch refined /ophjs as to believe that men are 
not the volufitary cauſes of their own actions. 
Or the other ſpecies of modern neteſſarians, a better 


opinion may be entertained ; becauſe, although they 


ſomehow blend liberty and neceſſity together yet 
3 f 6 b together, yet 
they ſo far forth, aceommodate their ſentiments to 


the common ſenſe of martkind, as to confider men 


as free agents, and therefore accountable creatures, 


and indeed, to allow them to be poſſeſſed of moral 


Ubberty in as high a degree, as though there was noth- 
ing neceſſary in the caſe, and it were poſſible for them 


to chooſe and act otherwiſe than they do. And by 
theſe conceſſions appear to ſecure all the rights and 
antereſts of liberty and morality, excluſive of that 
ſcheme of neceſſity, of which they are ſo very tena- 


Sous. But upon this principle of abſolute; unre- 


mal freedom, what have religion and morals ef- 


I 
C 
5 - 


ntially to do with any ſuch favorite ſcheme of ne- 


ceflity ? Though a conme#10n be admitted, yet if God 


has ſeen fit to endow his rational offspring with the 


Meine power and gift of /;berty, and they conduct 
with the ſame perfect freedom, as though his provi- 
gence did not govern and controul the natural world 


* + # S# 7 


Volitions and actions upon the operations of that 
Providence? Conſidered merely as divines and mor- 
Eat, ſay, what have we to do with any philoſophi- 
al neceſſity, that is /o diſconnected with liberty and 
morality, as that they can, and do, exiſt independently 
of it? Surely this might be left to phrlo/ophers and 
theoriſts, while the preachers of righteouſneſs and 
trons of virtue, and piety ' confine themſelves; to 


Things within their proper line, and that relate to 


their own immediate and ſacred profeſſion, and that 


Non is it eaſy to conceive what occaſion there is, 
upon theſe principles, for neceſſarians of this claſs, to 


inſiſt fo abundantly upon the doctrine of the divine 


ES 


ſevereignty, 


* 


8 3. 

fovereignty, in the abſolute, arbitrary or deſpotic ſenſe 
of it, as though it was with a view to reconcile the 
ſuppoſed diſpenſations of Heaven to their plan of 
neceſſity in the moral world: For if moral agents 
act as freely as though there was no ſuch plan, then 
religion and morality are not affected by it at all. 
Bur this naturally leads to the inquiry, why, this 
being the caſe, was this hypotheſis of neceſſity in 
moral matters, ever introduced to the religious world 
at all? And what purpoſes does it anſwer, and what 
end does it ſerve in divinity and morality ?- It may 
be anſwered, 39 | FMRI a+. Sv 
WIxI regard to thi | 
natural to Lack, that he means and wiſhes*to'fap 
the foundation of all religion and moral obligations; 
and by the deſtruction of liberty to put an end to our 
_ acountableneſs, and having opened the door to licen- 
tioufneſs, give men leave to live as they liſ. 
x reſpect of the other ſort bf | necefſarians; it may 
be obſerved, that, beſides many paſſages in thei holy 
ſcriptures, which, at firſt. ſight, appear'to favor ſuch 
a neceſſity, and inimediate, direct agency in the 
moral world, and upon the wills of men; beſides 
this, I ſay, they ſeem to proceed upon the ſuppofi- 
tion, that the volitions and actions of moral, free 
agents cannot be fore noꝛon without a chain of neceſ- 
ſary cauſes to produce them: there is ſomething ſo 
uncertain and precarious in the choice and conduct 
of free agents, that without ſuppofing ſuch a necef- 


fary connection of things, there could be no certain 


infallible judgment formed of them, as we can con- 


_ ceive of. No principles, even for Omniſcience, to 


proceed upon, in order to inveſtigate ſuch future 
contingences, and conſequently the plan of divine 

providence muſt be perpetually diſconcerted. Some 
great writers, as well as others, ſeem to have entered 
into this ſentiment. | 5 


WI _— entering deep into the controverſy, this 


proper FataliR; it is plain and 


— rr 


only 


re 


eee AO Vo AT WAY TT eee neee 


————————— ener W 3s MI e e rr 


FP 


7 9 29 Fes 
o 


o 
o 

. ——— — — PAS A WIE Gt ]7§—K—.= . II IRS, 

re wu » r 2 

Wi n * q 


— — mtg gs 7 
— 


„ 


only may be attended to. But can there be any real 


occaſion. for ſuch an bypotbe/is.as, this, if ſtrictly in- 
quired into? Is, the knowledge of an omniſcient 


Being, a thing that is acquired, and not rather natural 


and elſential, like, his other unlimited perfections? 
And muſt it be ſuppoſed that the all- perfect Deity 
obtains his knowledge of future contingences, or any 


thing elſe, in the way of reaſoning and . inference, 


like his frail, imperfect creatures, and not by direc? 


view and immediate intuition? Though hard for us 


to conceive of the thing in this latter ſenſe, yet, un- 
leſs it implied a plain and palpable contradiction, 
what. right have we, who are but of yeſterday, and 
camparatively know nothing, to affirm with bold- 
nels and confidence, that ſuch knowledge is impoſ- 


& = - . 


by decrees, and forming connections to eager phate 


choices neceſſary s Is not this derogatory to the 
wiſdom and perfection of that God, whoſe thoughts 
and ways are high above ours, like the heavens, above 
the earth? If the thing cannot be true, or is incred- 
ible, becauſe the manner of it is above our concep- 
nn | >. 

tion, and exceeds our underſtandings, then many 
other things cannot be received as truth, which ney- 
ertheleſs we readily aſſent and concede to. God's 
preſent knowledge of the human heart and all the 
thoughts and imaginations of it, under all circum- 
ſtances, is ſomething incomprehenſible to us, and 


which we cannot conceive of, and ſo is his eternity, 
infinity and immenſity,” and yet we doubt not of 


- 


theſe things, inconceivable as they are. 


I aw aware, that to argue, in this caſe, merely 


from the omniſcience of God, his ſearching the 
heart, foretelling 'contingent events, and the like, 
would be to reaſon inconcluſively, and not reach the 
| preſent point; for the queſtion is, not Whether God 

foreknows all things in the moral as well as natural 
world, for in this I ſuppoſe all are agreed ; but how 
he knows them, whether by direct intuition, or by 
means of ſome neceſſary connection of things. 1 
meant not therefore to reaſon or inquire upon thoſe 
principles. But would now obſerve, that we uſe the 
word foreknowleage, as it reſpects the omniſcient Dei- 
ty, not in the ſtrictly proper, but improper ſenſe, and 
as accommodated to our manner of conceiving and 
. Inveſtigating things, who by nature are ſubject to a 
conſtant ſucceſſion of time and ideas. But this 1s 


not the caſe with an eternal, omnipreſent, and un- 


changeable Being. 
Ix therefore what has been ſaid be not ſatisfactory, 


let us only conceive of the great firſt cauſe, as a uni- 


verſal Being, to whoſe infinite mind all things are 
forever preſent, and with whom is no ſucceſſion, no 
paſt or future time, and this will remove the diffi- 
culty, ſo far forth, as it reſpects what is called the 


fore knowledge 
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aeg of God. For if tarebuae Greats: 
wich reſpect to the Deity, who changes not, then his 


awicdge, properly and philoſophically ſpeaking, 
is not converſant with Zuturities, but only wich Wings 
_ preſent, that are all open and naked before him. | 
fu V'HAT occaſion, I Tay then, for the ſappofirion of 
ſuch a neceſſity taking place in the ſcheme of prov- 
as carries the appearance, at leaſt, of inten- 
fering with that freedom in moral Actions, which is | 
the very thing that conſtitutes 1 5 
. or vicious. erg. 8 
wo it not enough that — 3 us in his 
own imag image, reaſonable creatures, has endowed us 
with liberty, and left the uſe of it to ourſelves, as the 
nature of dhe caſe ſuppoſes and requires. And then, 
_ perfectly knowing what that % would be that e 
oula make of it, whether good or bad, has ordered 
and concerted the ſcheme of his providence accord. 
inghy. If ſuch ſuppoſed neceſſity is conſidered 
merely in à pbilgſonlucal, phyſical light, and-as/ not 
fiecting liberty and (morality, it is of little conſe- 


A 


Hh 2 to divines; and not worth contending about : 
ut if che neceſſamaus of the preſent or any age have 
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Wi ther views, and enda, to ſerve, beſides accounting 

| for the divine pre/cience, as above; ſuch for inſtance; 
i asthexeducing and leſſening the odium and malig- 

i Aity of fin, — God himſelf the direct author of 


j moral evil, or juſtifying ſome fancied, and particular 
| diſpenſations of Heaven that require a" degree of 
deſpotiſm to ſupport them, or the like, ſuch: deſigns 
may be ſeverely reprobated; becauſe exhibiting 
the Deity under a falſe character, and giving a wrong 
idea of his government, has a tendency to debauch 
: and pervert the human heart and temper, and hurt 
= the cauſe of vinuue and morality. And every thing 
this bind is av/and doctrine, or proper her 
Snan further add, that the foreknowledge of God, 
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duct ace than any creature's: foreknowledge- of 


the ſame... The mere knowing, however anfalliblys 


what wall come to Pals, e no ellect 


in producing 4 R 

Ix ſhort, he that Made us free-agantm; 
and ordained that we ſhould act e. —— whatever 

— we make of our liberty, it is eventually 


the thing, God may be ſaid to decree ſin and its con- 
ſequences, as well as other things, that ſeem more 
correſpondent to his holy nature, and benevolent 


character. And upon this ſame principle that our 


freeſt actions, originating from ourſelves, are in the 
event, the ſame as the appointment and decree f 


God, {who gave us this liberty, and knew how we 


ſhould uſe it ) thoſe many paſſages in the holy {crip- 


tures, which, at firſt fight, appear to conſider God 
as the author of moral evil, or effecting it by his in- 
terpoſition or decrees, are caſy to be underſtood, and 
explained, conſiſtent with human liberty and the 


divine character. The decrees of God may take 


place in the oral as well as in the aatu⁰jjñ world, 
but in as different ways as thoſe worlds are different 
in their reſpective natures. The divine decree of 
giving liberty to man, decrees the effects /oſ it in the 
walantary way, as much as the decree of giving laws 
to matter, decrees the WTO of ſe laws in ths nat 
ura and paſſive way. 7 
Win Rn ned in -oumbering the aol 


binn in curſing of him, Phararh in hardening his 


heart, and Judus in betraying his maſter, they ated 

freely, and their actions originated from the el! 
and yet it was at the ſame time according to th 
council and foreknewledge of God, who decreed 


they ſhould act thus freely, and in ſo doing, virtually 
and chEnl ui decreed theſe very actions. All things: 


are if God, in a remote, or imurdiait ſenſe, and ad. 
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what he decreed and ordained. And in this. view of 
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de give up free agency, we have don 
Tos we have confidered Liberty under its ſeveral 
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views and forms, natural, civil, religious and moral, 


and have endea voured to be as conciſe as the nature 


of the extenſi ve, intereſting ſubject would well ad- 


mit of, and yet I have need perhaps, to aſk pardon 


for the prblixity of the diſcourſe; if not for ſome other 


things beſide: I ſhall now cloſe all with a few 


Practical reflections and exhortations. I reſoice for 
my own part, at being called, as we are, to attend the 
Tolemnities of this day. There are ſpecial occaſions 
that call for acts of devotion and divine worſtip, out 
of the ſtated ſeaſons, on Lord's-days. They may, 


indeed, have been multiplied vaſtly too much, in 


fome churches, and tothe neglect of ordinary and 
ſocial duties. And this may be the caſe alſo among 


durſelves, in ſome places, and at certain times, when 
preaching and religious exerciſes are continued night 
and day, till the minds and imaginations of many 


being diſordered, uncommon effects are produced, 
in ſudden, extempore converſions, that often iſſue, 
neither in the honor of religion, or bettering their 


own condition and moral characters. 


Isk rv, under every conſideration of it, requires 


3 "and praiſe to the great donor of it, and a 
udious concern to improve it to his honor and glo- 
Ty. Has God bleſt us with natural liberty, and en- 
dowed us with noble powers, both of body and mind, 
and entruſted us with the management of ourſelves, 
and the improvement of the gifts of nature and of 
fortune Then let us take heed that we _ not 
the privilege indulged to us, to the injury of our- 
ſelves or 9 whether we he or drink, 


whether we are in action or at reſt, whether we ex- 
etreiſe our ration ur head 
Hands dur tongues, or whatever elſe we do, let us 
us al to the glory of Gol. 
I; > | 


1], or bodily faculties, our heads, our 
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Wasn we contemplate, and. rejoice in, qut math, 
invaluable rights and privileges, both civil and re- 


 ligious, whereby we are ſo happily diſtinguiſhed from 


moſt. other nations, let us not forget that though we 


call ourſelves Jons of. liberty, and are the children not - 


of the ond woman,: but of theifree, yet that we are not 
freed from all rzfraint, but are ſtill under Bonds to 
God. That the chriſtian grace and liberty. wherein 
but on the contrary, that being made free from ſin, 


ve might thereupon become the ſervanis of righ- 


teouſneſs. For in order to make us free indeed, by 


his ſon, God now commands all men, every where, 
to repent, to reform and amend. their ways, becauſe 


world in righteouſneſs, by that ſame Son; of man. 


How much docs it become us therefore, under ſuch 
an appr ehenſion, to exerciſe ourſelves always to have 


a conſcience void of offence. towards God, and to- 
wards man. For we muſt all ſtand at the judgment- 
ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt, to receive according to the deeds 
done in the bod. 3 


4 . 


Ax religious liberiy, under civil governm engs, has 


a natural tendency to encourage virtue and 


" % 


goodneſs—lt.-opens and enlarges the myndray in⸗ | 


creaſes knowledge, and favors literature it inſpires 
with firmneſs and intrepidity it excites induſtry and 
activity, and prevents idleneſs, the mother of vice and 
miſchief. Tyranny and oppreſſion have the right con- 
trary tendency and effet—they., debaſe and enfeeble 
the mind, and encourage ignorance; and ſlolbfulneſs. 
For who would labor and toil for an uncertain prop- 
erty, to be ſnatched from the owners and right heirs 


by the hands of rapacious tyrants? What heart can 


men haye to lay themſelves out in ways of diligence 
and induſtry, principally to ſupport, in idleneſs and 


luxury, a ſet of hungry lords, who ſtand like the 
he woman, in the Revelations, 


great dragon before 
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10 devour the fruit of their labors; as ſoon us it is 
brought forth. In ſuch a gloomy, diſcouraging ſtate 
_ ofechings, all enterprize ſickens, the ſiſter arts hang 
their heads, and the ſinews of all uſeful bufineſs are 

j relaxed, trade, agriculture, manufactures. The ſtate 
1 of our country, bleſſed be God, is right the reverſe 

of this. «And in ſuch a tate of things it is, in an 
- _ efpecial manner, our duty as a people, with devout 
reverence and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge 
our many and great obligations to Almighty God, 
and to implore him to continue and confirm the 
re a RL 
I x behoves us to add economy and frugality to in- 
duſtry and activity To guard againſt luxury, diſſi- 
Pation and vanity— To encourage learning, ſchools, 
arts, and every uſeful branch of buſineſs among our- 
elves, and to ſtrive and endeavour to become ſtill 
more independent, and more content with ſuch 
khings as we have. Let our land of liberty produce 
in great abundance, the fruits of righteouſneſs and 
fobriety, the ſocial and benign virtues, together with 
the true fear of God: while ignorance and impiety, 
1 "cruelty, flouriſh only in the regions 
_ ef defpotiſm, the ſoil in which they chiefly delight. 
Let us bleſs God for the light of the glorious goſpel, 
and for the bright beaming of the Sun of righteouſ- 
| _ neſs upon us. Let us thank God moſt devoutly for 
„ that clear and comfortable revelation he has been 
+ 3 to make to us from above, and not make 
him a liar, by diſbelieving that well atteſted record 
he has given of his Son. And while we adhere 
| ſtedfaſtly to the great, the plain and fundamental prin- 
i eiples of Chriſtianity, let us carefully guard againſt 
þ trifling controverſies, idle conceits, and ſuperſtitious 
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fancies and fooleries, on the ont hand, and on the 
other, againſt a perverſe Iufidelity —againſt the old- 
Faſhioned Deiſm and diſregard of divine revelation ; 
and” the late, abominable En and 2 f 
„„ | | ing 
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ing contempt of God's holy word and inſtitu. 


tions, 


_ 1 iFtxnartLy! Has God made us Free agents, in His 


own moral, intellectual image, and done honor to 


human nature in giving man dominion over the lo w- 


er creation, then let us ſhew ourſelves Mx, behave 
with becoming dignity, and act the part of reaſonable, 
as well as accountable beings. Such as are elevated 
to fule over others, ſhould know how to command 
themſelves. ' Of all;/aves he is the greateſt and moſt 
infumous, who is enſlaved to his luſts. He that com- 


mitteth ſin habitually is of the dev. - Sin and Satan 


are his \maſters—accurſed drudgery ! too degrading 
for the meaneſt of mankind; how much more ſo for 
the Potentates and great men of the earth! Yet 


how many that rule, and cruelly 7yrannize over 


others, are thus ſunk and debaſed! For who does 


not know that all are ſervants to hat, whatever maſ- 


ter-it'is, to whom they yield themſelves ſervants to 


obey? But he is the man of freedom; in the moſt 


noble ſenſe, who has the command of himſelf, who 


can rule his own ſpirit, command his own paſſions 
and appetites, keep under his body, and make reaſon 


the rule of his conduct who fears God and walks 
uprightly, and orders his converſation aright. He 


that is maſter of himſelf is a KING. Bloody heroes 
conquer others, he ſubdues himſelf, a world greater 


and better than that without him. To take a city 


is now-a-days, a trifle. He that gets poſſeſſion of 


the world within, is greater than Alexander. For 


though a man may acquire univerſal empire, he may 


yet die a ſlave to his vanity and luſt. But the el — 


villor, is not only a-glorious conquetor, at prgſent, 


but has a kingdom in reverſion, as a recompenſe of 
his former valor and virtue. He therefore is the free 
and happy man, who being delivered from the ty- 
Tranny of fin, and become the ſervant of God, has his. 


fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life. 


9 


I 


ren by 
>» \ JE 


— ——— ͥͤ 


j „ 1 . 
Is nax conclude in the Preſident's own expreſſive, 
pertinent words, praying, that under our various ad- 

vantages and numberleſs bleſſings, God would “ pre- 

«eve us from the arrogance of proſperity, and from 
_ © hazarding the advantages we, enjoy. by deluſive 
b by nx us to merit the continuance. of 
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„Es favors, by not abuſing them, by our gratitude 
er them, and by a correſponding conduct as citi- 
J Zens and as men and render this country more 
. and more a. ſafe. and propitious aſylum for the un- 
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other countries, Extend among us 

; , true and uſeful knowledge—diffuſe and eſtabliſn 
1 ; i of ſobriety, order, morality and piety ; and, 

eren, impart all Age we poſſeſs, or aſæ 
3 e 


«for ourſelves, to the le family of mankind.” 


to.us, and. bleſs us: and. cauſe his face to ſhine upon 
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